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COMMENTS TO Town Planning Board by 11-45pm on 12 March 2010
Comment on Application Number : Y/H4/4  –  Central Market

We SUPPORT the Rezoning of the Central Market site to “Other Specified Uses” annotated “Historical Building Preserved for Cultural, Community and Commercial Uses” and its preservation for the following reasons:

· The current zoning of the Central Market as “Bus Terminus, Open Space and Commercial Development” is not appropriate.

· The Central Market is a listed heritage building and on a site of great historic significance as it has been a public market since 1842; consequently, it must be treated with respect and sensitivity.

· A transparent and systematic heritage protection process must be adopted prior to any of Central Market’s in situ architectural features being altered or any new additions be authorized. 

· The existing height of the building should be retained and no new tall structures permitted. 

· That there be strict adherence to relevant International Charters on heritage conservation, including the Venice Charter, The Burra Charter and the China ICOMOS; and, that appropriate safeguards such as adopting provisions contained in the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance should be adopted. 

· The Urban Renewal Authority (URA) has a poor record in managing sensitive urban developments and heritage conservation projects, resulting in great community dissatisfaction. The monitoring of its management of the Central Market site is necessary due to its poor past record
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